
 

 

By Joan Crabb 

The rain came at just the right time on 
Saturday morning, June 12.  The thirty 
or so volunteers who were planting the 
interpretive garden near the parking lot 
at Bartel Grassland just had time to get 
the 440 plants of 80 different species in 
the ground and put mulch around them 
before the rain clouds advanced to do 
the watering. 

The garden is part of the ongoing res-
toration at the 640-acre grassland and 
wetland bordered by Flossmoor, Cen-
tral, Vollmer and Ridgeland Avenue.  It 
will give visitors a close-up view of the 
kind of prairie plants that once grew in 
the area and that are now being re-
turned, little by little, to the restored 
area.  A new sign will eventually show 
pictures and names of the plants. 

The volunteers were on hands and 
knees by about 8 a.m. that day, using 
trowels and sometimes shovels to plant 
Lance-leaved Coreopsis, New Jersey 

Tea Iris, Blue Flag Iris, Flowering 
Spurge, Purple Prairie Clover, Prairie 
Smoke, Meadow Anemone, Yellow 
Coneflower, and many more, including 
lots of sedges.  Some were already in 
bloom.  When the plants were all tamped 
down, they were protected with mulch 
donated by the Clarence David and 
Company on Ridgeland Avenue. 

Garden Designer, Keith Nowakowski, 
was pleased with the turnout and the 
effort.  òI thought it would take us four 
hours, but we were done in three,ó he 
said. The rain predicted for the next few 
days is just what the plants will need, he 
added.  

Volunteers have been the main work-

force in the on-going restoration of the 

grassland, according to Bartel steward 

Dick Riner, who was pleased that so 

many people were willing to work so 

hard to help bring back a natural ecosys-

tem. Volunteers ranged in age from col-

lege students to senior citizens and they 
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expressed a variety of reasons for 

wanting to help.  

Clare Mostek is a Master Naturalist 
and Master Gardener with University 
of Illinois Extension Service certifica-
tion.  She loves to garden and is be-
coming more and more interested in 
native plants.  òI notice more bees and 
hummingbirds in my yard as I add 
native plants,ó she said. 

Penny Pixler is from Iowa and de-
scribes herself as a ògrassland person.ó  
Although she likes the forest preserve 
areas here, she thinks it is equally im-
portant to have grassland.  òI think we 
need to see some of the original land 
the way it looked when the first Euro-

pean settlers came,ó 
she said. 

 Valerie Kearns likes 
to garden but thinks 
itõs more fun to gar-
den with other peo-
ple.  òYou learn 
things and you meet 
interesting people 
who share your love 
of nature,ó she said. 

George Brown lives 
near the grassland  
(continued on page 3 )     
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 30 Volunteers work diligently to plant the first Interpretive Garden at Bartel 
Grassland. Saturday, June 12, 2010 


